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Garden Revelations 

John 20:1-18 (Yr A) 

EASTER!!  April 12, 2020 
[from Seasons of the Spirit: SeasonsFUSION Lent/Easter 2020, pp. 97-106] 

“I have seen the LORD!” 

Mary Magdalene – the first evangelist – exclaimed these 

words in the garden after the risen Christ revealed his identity by 

calling her name.  I can only imagine the joy she felt!  She came 

to the tomb at the first visible glow of the dawning sun; it was 

still dark outside!  As John tells the story, she went alone.  But as 

soon as she saw that the stone had been rolled away from 

blocking the entrance of the burial tomb, she ran to tell Peter and 

the “other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved” (v 2).  I’m going 

to call him John, since John authored this gospel.   

 Since this kind of joy is difficult to imagine, try thinking of a 

time when you experienced unexpected joy or abundance that 

felt like the presence of God’s nearness.  [Pause to reflect and 

share…] 

 Do you think anyone fully understands the resurrection?  I 

think not.  It’s highly debated in theological circles but is much 

more than a theological debate.  Resurrection is a way of life.  

Note that Mary wasn’t concerned with how it happened, what 

kind of body Jesus had, or if His wounds had healed.  Mary M. is 

filled with unbridled joy of seeing what she most wanted to see 

and hearing her name spoken in the familiar voice of her Teacher, 

all happening in the very moment she least expected it! 
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 Have you noticed how many times what you see is only what 

you expect to see?  People rely on previous experiences and 

biases to inform our expectations.  Mary, even after seeing two 

angels in white, saw what she expected to see – a gardener in a 

garden.  How easily she could have missed seeing Jesus! 

 Let’s see what we can learn from Mary Magdalene.  Her 

story invites us to imagine some unexpected places where God’s 

presence is unmistakable.  Where have you witnessed or 

experienced God’s grace?  God’s love?  God’s acceptance?   

[Pause to reflect and share…] 

 Where and when might you see resurrection instead of 

death?  Joy instead of grief?  [Pause to reflect and share…] 

 I admit how difficult this can be.  I, like many of you, am 

acquainted with death’s finality; however much we wish for the 

buried loved one to be raised in the flesh, among us physically 

again, we know this is impossible.  It can make us a little jealous 

of Mary M. (self-disclosure). 

 This is where sacred imagination is a blessing.  Jesus’ death 

was not the end.  Jesus was resurrected from the dead, just as 

God and He promised.  Jesus promised that we would be with 

Him in heaven.  These are not idle tales!  These are trustworthy 

promises.  Recognizing this compelling truth helps makes the 

resurrection so compelling.  “You ask me how I know He lives – 

He lives within my heart!” (“He Lives!” CH 226). 
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 “We know what it is to love and grieve, to be paralyzed by a 

world that doesn’t stop and mourn with us.  We can feel, 

instinctively, what it would feel like to have the dead raised, to 

have the one we lost return to us.  We understand Mary, as she 

runs back to the disciples, the cry bursting from her, “I have seen 

the Lord!”  (SeasonsFUSION p. 99) 

 We also have John’s gospel, filled with sensory-rich, 

embodied ways of seeing, smelling and tasting God’s presence.  

Rather than telling us about God’s grace he invites us to use our 

senses to experience it.  Example: 1) wine in Cana, 2) a grassy 

hillside near the Sea of Galilee, 3) fish roasting on an open fire at 

the beach, in which we experience God’s unexpected abundance 

and nurture, even when we don’t recognize God’s presence. 

 In John, “grace tastes like the best wine; smells like a broad 

expanse of a grassy field when Jesus fed 5000;” (p.98) smells 

like fish on a grill.  In the 20th chapter, “grace is the scent of a 

springtime garden at dawn; the sound of a beloved voice 

speaking our name; the leaping, uncontainable joy that propels 

Mary back into town, crying out that she has seen the Lord!” 

 Yes, explaining the resurrection can be challenging, and 

because of this, sharing it is of utmost importance.  I return to 

the hymn “He Lives!”  He Lives!  Christ Jesus lives today…You ask 

me how I know.  He lives within my heart.  That’s the gospel 

truth!  We know in our hearts that Jesus the Christ lives in the 
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world today.  How do we know?  Where do we see this truth?  

Where might we see resurrection and joy following death and 

grief?  When have you been unable to sit still and quiet while 

filled with resurrection-level joy?  [Pause to reflect and share…] 

 Speaking of seeing the truth – note that Mary alone stays at 

the tomb until the morning light breaks.  Light, for John, is a 

symbol of belief and understanding.  Peter and John see the 

empty tomb and discarded burial cloths but remain in the dark of 

human perception and understanding. “Mary’s stillness, her 

willingness to remain present in a space of grief, allows the light 

to shine around her.  Like the light of dawn, her understanding 

and her vision grow until she is able to experience the fullness of 

the Resurrection; until it is the joy of God’s presence rather than 

the fear of God’s absence that compels her to proclaim what she 

has experienced: grace upon grace.” 

 It is true that the world and our lives have been interrupted 

by the corona virus.  We live with different, restrictive boundaries 

and we don’t like it.  Yet here, in the world of staying at home, 

sheltering in place, wearing masks and practicing social 

distancing we see the boundary-breaking presence of the living 

God. Our task is to go beyond the usual reading of the scriptures 

and to experience these stories in our own lives.  God still acts in 

our world.  If we can taste and see God’s grace in our lives we 

can sing with real heartfelt joy that we, too have seen the Lord.  

He lives – in my heart, in your heart, in every believer’s heart! 


