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Parade watching while physically distancing  
Ps 118:1-2, 19-29; Mt 21:1-11 (Yr A) 

Palm Sunday     April 5, 2020 

 This year’s Palm Processional will go down in history as the 

one requiring the most imagination.  It’s always been a challenge 

to put myself in the scene, but I have been in parades, both as a 

participant and a screaming fan along the parade route.  But never 

have I stood 6 feet away from every other human while 

participating in a parade!  What a long parade route for the poor 

donkey!  Preparing for this message really stretched my already 

over-active imagination!  What about you?  Maybe thinking of 

recent parades of birthday-decorated cars can help us… 

 Palm Sunday and all scriptures used in the Holy Week 

following speak of holy conversations; of different interpretations 

and understandings of the variety of human responses to Jesus; 

and most importantly, the texts speak of the faithfulness of God 

and the wavering faithfulness of human beings. 

 We’ve had several weeks of living this with the daily, 

sometimes hourly, updates and mandates about covid-19: all 

kinds of human responses from across the country – have you 

been amazed, too?  Different interpretations of what’s being said?  

That’s all I have to say about that, for now. 

 God is faithful all the time, and humans are faithful _____.  

How I answer that depends on where I am in the news cyclone, 
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and my current location on the emotional roller coaster of 

isolation.  And that’s ok – wherever we find ourselves on the 

“being faithful spectrum” – is ok.  Read through the Psalms!  

Every emotional outburst is there.  Such as we hear in Ps 118:1,2: 

“O give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his steadfast love 

endures forever!  Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures 

forever.’”  God’s never-failing love can be trusted!  God is always 

faithful.  Be we separated or gathered in community, God’s 

steadfast love endures forever. Can I get an “AMEN!”?    

 “We are not alone.  We live and worship in community, 

which helps define and shape our relationship with God” (SoS 

2020, p.78).  Let me read that again…It was true when written a 

year ago, and in our hearts, minds, and souls, it is still true today.  

We may need extra effort to remember that we’re not alone – 

especially those of us who live alone – during this time of physical 

isolation, but it is our truth.  And we pray for the day we can come 

back together as a worshiping community. 

 One more thing before we re-join our Palm Processional 

Parade while physically distancing:  let’s remember that Matthew 

was diligent in demonstrating how Jesus’ life fulfills the Hebrew 

Scriptures.  Example, v. 4-5 “This took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken through the prophet, saying, ‘Tell the daughter of 

Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
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a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey” which echoes Isa 

62:11, (“The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to 

daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him”) and Zech 9:9, (“Rejoice greatly, 

O daughter Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your 

king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and 

riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”) 

 The 1st people to join the disciples and Jesus were wealthy 

enough to have an extra cloak to spread on the ground to soften 

the donkey’s path and the quality of Jesus’ ride.  Then others 

joined, grabbing whatever they could – branches of nearby trees.  

All for “the one who comes in the name of the Lord,” the one laid 

in a feeding trough because the fancy rooms were taken. 

 Have you finished creating the scene in your imaginations?  

Jesus riding on a humble donkey (not a Roman war-horse in its 

own armor) on a bed of cloaks and branches laid down in 

adoration and self-sacrifice, with a shouting crowd of palms and 

pilgrims?  Hosanna!  Save us now!  Hosanna!  Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of God!  

 Today, we’d likely see people carrying hand-made signs from 

nurses and doctors: We’re here for you.  Stay home for us.  Save 

us now!  Where’s our protective gear?  We’re fighting a war in 

civilian clothes!  Parents-turned-educators posting videos begging 
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for help and praising their children’s teachers.  Aren’t we all 

screaming to be saved?  Praying to be saved from catching the 

virus?  Praying for our families and friends? 

 What I hear from the screaming crowd are prayers of lament.  

How long will this last?  What am I to do without a paycheck?  

SRSLY God, what about graduation?  And God hears each and 

every prayer – shouted, spoken, whispered, or only in sobs and 

sighing.  God will not desert us; God’s presence can be trusted” 

(SoS). Listen to the experts.  Seek those who speak truth.  Pray.  

God is listening. 

 For your consideration: 

When have you felt compelled to raise your voice to God and cry 

out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (fm Ps 31)  or 

simply, “O God!” 

 

In what ways do your words and deeds declare trust and faith that 

God holds you during all your times? 

 

 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!!  Hosanna! 


