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Living Stones 

1 Peter 2:2-10; Acts 7:55-60; Ps 31:1-5, 15-16 (Yr A) 

Easter 5     May 10, 2020 

(from Seasons of the SpiritFUSUION Lent/Easter 2020) 

 I love reading the Bible, listening to the Bible, watching the Bible on 

DVD – I just love it.  Why?  Because it’s alive!  The Word doesn’t change, 

but we do, so we interpret the Bible differently each time we read it.  We see 

things differently while simultaneously relaxing with the familiarity. 

 Also, the Bible is full of metaphors, and parables, and imagery.  One 

such image from today’s readings is stones – cornerstones, living stones, 

building blocks, stepping stones, killing stones.  Stones thrown at Stephen 

(Acts) killed him, yet in 1 Peter readers are told we’re like living stones 

being built into a church.  Huge stones found in a field used to grow food 

are dangerous – maybe even deadly.  When taken out of the field and 

placed in a flower bed, the same stone becomes the focal point of the 

design.  Please keep stones or rocks in mind as we continue. 

 Stephen showed God’s love in the way he lived and was chosen as one 

of the 1st set of deacons.  He fed people who didn’t have access to food and 

he talked about his faith.  Sometimes his audience became angry with him, 

where at other times they’d ask to hear more about Jesus.  Sometimes 

people would feel both!  He definitely stirred up people’s emotions! 
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 The psalmist spoke of relying on God as “a rock of refuge,” “my rock 

and my fortress.”  We sing “on Christ the solid rock I stand; all other 

ground is sinking sand.”  As we allow ourselves to be shaped by the Holy 

Spirit, we rely more and more on the Spirit as our “rock of salvation.” 

 Just as Stephen showed God’s love in the way he lived and served we 

are called to give witness to God’s love.  Sometimes that requires us to turn 

or transform damaging, destroying, dangerous stones into stones of good 

work, usefulness, or beauty. 

 Peter wrote this advice: “get rid of all ill will and all deceit, pretense, 

envy, and slander” (v.1).  Clean out the clutter.  Clear away all falsehood.  

Pray for the spiritual sense to become living stones and allow yourself to be 

built into a spiritual temple” (CEB Lectio Divina Bible, p.1532).  This letter 

was to guide and inspire the followers of the Jewish Messiah Jesus in their 

daily lives as they grow into being God’s people.  As they had received 

mercy and inclusion, they are to offer the same to others.  Specifically, they 

are to care for widows and orphans.  They do, exceedingly well, with glad 

and generous hearts!  They are known by their love and sharing with all.   

 Let’s linger a moment on unpacking the treasure box of praying for 

the spiritual sense to become living stones and allow ourselves to be built 

into a spiritual temple. I wonder if you see what I see in this sentence. 
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 To become living stones or not to become living stones – that’s the big 

question.  We must be active participants to become living stones.  The 

alternative is to be an ordinary, everyday rock.  We’re either living and 

growing and becoming closer to God or we’re – a rock on a log.   

 If we submit to joining Christ in becoming living, acting, loving and 

serving stones, the next part is to allow ourselves to be built into a spiritual 

temple with Christ as the cornerstone.  This sounds dangerous and painful. 

How are we to submit to Christ and allow Him to build us into a temple? 

[I hope you will take time to reflect on this…] 

 We don’t read how Stephen became “of good standing, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom,” just that he was, “a man full of faith and the Holy 

Spirit.”  His contemporaries knew him to be “full of grace and power,” one 

who “did great wonders and signs among the people.” 

 What great wonders and signs have you seen among the people the 

past couple of months? 

 God invites us to be living stones built together with Christ – to 

become and to remain God’s people.  Living stones require energy and 

attention, like every human relationship of importance.  Actions that show 

you’re thinking of the other, sacrificing your creature comfort for the other, 
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working long hours to prepare and distribute boxes of food, or sacks of 

snacks for those without, creating uplifting sidewalk art to brighten 

someone’s day…………. 

 This is not a new revelation!  Unattended relationships become 

stagnant, like a dead rock.  To be a living stone built together with Christ is 

to be fully alive and thriving in Christ.  My head understands this.  Yours? 

Here’s what must happen next: We must pray for the spiritual sense to 

become living stones and allow ourselves to be built into a spiritual temple. 

 Shall we?  

 

 

  


