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Close Enough to See 
Lk 24:13-35 (Yr A)  Easter IV     April 26, 2020                                                                   

(from Seasons of the SpiritFUSION Lent/Easter 2020) 

 “The Walk to Emmaus” comes to us only in Luke’s gospel, and since 

we’ve been reading John’s gospel the last several weeks, here’s a quick 

review from Luke.  It’s Easter afternoon and for some unknown reason, two 

of Jesus’ disciples are headed home.  Why?  Was it their original plan?  Did 

they have important business at home?  Were they too afraid and confused 

to remain hidden in Jerusalem?  [This could be an interesting discussion…] 

 The two disciples – mostly likely a husband and wife – are on the 

road that leads to home, and suddenly a “stranger” pops up – stranger to 

them, but we know it was Jesus.  They were kept from recognizing him, for 

an unexplained reason out of their control.  [This could be an interesting 

discussion…]  The pair had been talking about the confusing, emotional, 

devastating events of the previous week, and Jesus asked what they were 

talking about.  It must have seemed that Jesus had been quarantined 

alone!  So they told Him all about it, including their disappointment that 

what they’d hoped for hadn’t happened as they thought it would. 

 Emmaus may be anywhere.  Hearts burning and eyes opening 

happen everywhere.  Emmaus comes into sight wherever a path leads us 

toward communion with God, and whenever we recognize an encounter 
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with the Risen Christ.  Jesus invites us to know Him – and to know Him is 

to love Him!  We’re Close Enough to See Jesus when blinded with grief 

and loss, when lonely or alone, when overcome with fear and doubt, just to 

name a few.  When we’re close enough – and physically this can be in 6 ft. 

of social distancing, or figuratively light years away – to remember what 

Jesus teaches us, we become close enough to recognize Him as he takes, 

blesses and breaks bread and feeds us.  We are as transformed as the pair 

on the Emmaus Road. 

 I truly believe that humans are prone to wander.  We’re so easily 

distracted or preoccupied with our own “stuff” that we don’t recognize God 

with us.  But God is always with us.  We can forget about God but are 

never forgotten by God. We get stuck in our daily lives, thinking we’re in 

charge, on a road of our own making. Then something gets our attention 

and our eyes are opened to see Who walks with us and with hindsight we 

see the God-presence everywhere along our road. 

 It is when we celebrate Holy Communion that we are invited to 

remember all that Jesus taught us, all that He gave us, all we are to do with 

these experiences as we serve the world.  Jesus is with us at His table. 

“Not only does the breaking of bread signify the vital presence of God, in 

the receiving and eating Christians are invited to see the world through the 
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perspective of God; eyes for justice, peace, and a fully welcoming love” 

(Seasons of the SpiritFUSION Lent-Easter 2020, p 123). 

He appears as a stranger and delivers clarity about the Scriptures. 

He appears as a guest and delivers an opportunity to serve. 

He appears as a host and delivers ... himself! 

 Jesus is with us now in the midst of this global pandemic.  What are 

you learning from this experience?  Where have you seen Jesus? 

Close Enough to See: 

1) Easter morning, in the empty tomb, Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 

mother of James and others speak with angels who asked, “Why do you 

look for the living among the dead?” (Lk 24:5 (CEB)).  “He isn’t here but 

has been raised” (v 6).   

They saw the stone rolled away, tomb empty, and angels. 

Because they listened to the angel who said, “Remember what he told you 

while he was still in Galilee, that the Human One must be handed over to 

sinners, be crucified, and on the third day rise again” (vv.6, 7), and had 

been close enough to Jesus when he spoke, they remembered and 

understood.  Then they went to tell the others, but only Peter had been 

close enough to run to the tomb to see for himself.  Perhaps he didn’t listen 

carefully enough, because after seeing the linen cloths, he “returned home, 

wondering what had happened” (v.12,13). 
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2) Easter afternoon, Jesus joins two disciples walking the road to Emmaus, 

and interprets the Scriptures to them (v. 27). Although they didn’t recognize 

Jesus then, His teaching burned in their hearts.   

It all came into focus at the dinner table, when He “took the bread, blessed 

and broke it, and gave it to them.  Their eyes were opened and they 

recognized Him…” (vv. 30, 31). 

Jesus was made known to them as He broke the bread (v.35). 

Jesus is made known to His disciples today as He takes bread, blesses 

and breaks it, and gives it to us.  Don’t our hearts burn within us?   

 

3) Easter evening, He appears to his disciples, saying, “Peace be with 

you!” and shows them his hands and his feet (v. 36), and invites them to 

Come Close Enough to See and touch Him.  “A ghost doesn’t have flesh 

and bones like you see I have” (v.39).  He asked for something to eat, and 

ate fish in their close gathering (v.43).   

 

4) John records other close encounters – Jesus grilling fish on the shore of 

the Sea of Tiberius (John 20, 21). The apostle Paul tells us that Jesus 

appears to more than 500 of his followers, then to James, then to all the 

apostles and finally to Paul himself -- on the road to Damascus (1 Cor 15; 

Acts 9). 

 

Where have you seen Jesus? 

How will you place yourself Close Enough to See Jesus? 

 


